THE MAN I KNEW

although some of them had been prepared more than a year
before. Douglas wrote and told me that that day's operations
were the most successful that he had ever undertaken. Prior
to the attack Douglas had again made a particular point of
going round all the corps and divisional headquarters, and
was pleased to find the preparations had so carefully been
carried out. Everyone was thoroughly confident and con-
sidered that the plans had been laid with attention given to
the smallest detail. On this particular sector the troops had
been on the defensive for so long that Douglas was at first
afraid that they had not enough of the offensive spirit. As
the preparations had progressed, however, he was gratified
to observe the eagerness with which one and all entered
whole-heartedly into the spirit of attack, and he gave great
credit to all concerned for the thorough preparation that
had been made. He told me that he himself believed that no
attack had ever been more carefully prepared. The ridge at
Wytschaete was captured, much to the surprise of the
Germans, who had considered it impregnable.

Douglas was staying in his train for this offensive and
using it as his headquarters. This was the first time that he
had used the train as such and he found it very comfortable
and convenient

Things had apparently gone so well that Douglas wrote
to me on the 8th of June saying that he would like to come
and spend a week with me as soon as he managed to get
matters a little more settled. I had not expected him to be
able to come so soon and was just in the course of getting
Eastcott, the house I had taken at Kingston Hill, ready* I
therefore accelerated all the work so that Douglas would be
able to come there.

Four days later he was informed that the War Cabinet
would like to see him on the 18th of the month, so he decided
to cross on the preceding day. Alan Retcher and I met him
at the station and went straight to Eastcott. Douglas was
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